genus, this thing designated "ballad"; and societal position may also well effect how one learns/holds in memory/and transmits.
The concept of oral tradition has had a profound influence on the study of the popular ballad, allowing some exemplars to be valorized, others dismissed as inauthentic, and an ongoing and even vital vernacular, narrative verse tradition all but ignored because it lacks purity, defined in a limited way as oral, old. The lived perimeters of the ballad are broad and allow the oral memory beside the book analysis, the poets' reformulation, and the musicians' borrowing.
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